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1. Preliminary Statements 
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MAILING 

[x] deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to Box RCE Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 

37 C.F.R. section 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. section 1.10* 
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Section 1. 



Preliminary statements 



Applicants submit herewith patents, putfffiBtiB6ffw other information, of which they are aware that 
they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect of which, there may be 
a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation that a 
search has been made (37 C.F.R. section 1 .97(g)), an admission that the information cited is, or is considered 
to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against 
interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 



RECEIVED 



JUN 1 7 2002 
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Section 3. Copies of Cfated Information Items Accompanying This Statement 

Legible copies of all items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (substitute for Form PTO- 
1449) accompany this information statement. 



RECEIVE 

JUN 1 7 2002 

GROUP 3600 
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lish Language Listed Information Items 



The following references should be of particular interest to the Examiner: 
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"Device Keeps Shear Walls Tight" 
"Expansion Jack Washer" (1999) 

"Thru-Bolt Log Fastening System," Heritage Log Homes (1999) 

"Earthbound Seismic Holdown System Using the 'Impasse Device'" (1997) 

"Redefining the State of the Art in Seismic Holdown Technology" 

"The Impasse Device" (1997) 

"Loctite Automatic Self-Locking Nuts" (1992) 

Auto Take-Up" (2000) 

"AT Auto Take-Up" 

"ATS - Components" 
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Section 5 . Concise Explanation of Non-English Language List Information Items 



SU 706,586 1979 

Applicant's understanding of this reference is limited to the drawing figures. The drawing figures 
appear to show a pair of internally threaded nuts or washers joined by a short torsion spring that is 
disposed between the nuts or washers in a semicircular groove. 

SU 796,498 1978 

Applicant's understanding of this reference is limited to the drawing figures and the English- 
language abstract. The English-language abstract is attached and explains that the subject matter 
is 11 [a] composite washer . . . [that] consists of two open, 'U' shaped half rings whose inclined 
surface (sic) are in contact." 

JP 46-1521 1971 

Applicant's understanding of this reference is limited to the drawing figures and the English- 
language abstract. The English-language abstract is attached and explains that the subject matter 
is a "destructive bolt [that] is disposed along its axial direction and is composed of portions 
including two bolt portions which are interconnected so as to form a means to which a stress is 
applied beforehand; the destructive element is included in said means; one of bolt portions (sic) is 
constructed so as to be loaded by tension; the other portion is constructed so as to be loaded by 
the opposite compression; those forces are mutually balance." The apparatus includes a lower die 
with a shearing formation, and upper press that will nest with the lower die which also includes a 
shearing formation that cooperates with the shearing formation on the lower die and a washer 
positioned between the upper press and the lower die which shears when an appied load exceeds a 
specified tension. 
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Section 6. 



Identification of Person Making This Information Disclosure Statement 



The person making this certification is: 



a. 



the practitioner who signs below on the basis of the information in the 
practitioner's file. 



Date: June 10,2002 



Charles R. Cypher 

Registration No. 41694 

Law Offices of James R. Cypher 

405 14th Street, Suite 1607 

Oakland, CA 94568 

510-832-4111 

Customer No. 498 
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